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RSPCA TAMESIDE AND GLOSSOP BRANCH
(Reg Charity No: 232260)
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31°T DECEMBER 2007

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was established in 1824. It is a charity, entirely supported
by voluntary donations and its main function is to prevent cruelty to animals. This is achieved by over 300 Inspectors
in England and Wales as well as thousands of voluntary workers who form the Society's Branches.

Constitution: The TAMESIDE AND GLOSSOP BRANCH was established in 1899 and is an
unincorporated charitable association and a branch of (and thus dependent upon) the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The RSPCA was incorporated by the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act 1932 (as amended) and is governed by that Act and by the rules of the Society.
These rules accord with rule XI of the Society’s Rules and are approved by the Council. The Branch is
constituted under the RSPCA Rules for Branches (amended and approved on 26 September 2002 and
brought into force with effect from 1% January 2003) and is a registered charity number 232260.

Objects: to “promote kindness and to prevent or suppress cruelty to animals” with particular reference to
the area of benefit i.e. Tameside and Glossop.

Public Benefit: The branch makes grants, in the form of veterinary vouchers (Welfare Neutering and
Treatment Schemes), to pet owners residing in the branch area and experiencing financial hardship, who
would otherwise be unable to afford veterinary help for their animals. Thus alleviating the worry this
creates amongst socially and/or financially isolated individuals who are dependent on the companionship
their animals bring.

Governance: Trustees are elected annually at the Annual General Meeting and drawn from individuals
who have been members of the branch for at least 3 months. All major decisions are made by the trustees
at monthly meetings.

Paid Staff: The Branch has no paid employees and is run entirely by volunteers.

Address: The branch does not have a principal address but can be contacted via email, phone, website or
through the chair (see list of committee members on page 3)

Training: Training is provided by the National Society of the RSPCA.

RSPCA AREAS OF PRIORITY IN ANIMAL WELFARE
(no significance is to be attached to the order in which these priorities are given)

COMPANION ANIMALS: with particular importance being attached to responsible pet ownership,
methods of population control and to the introduction of trained dog wardens.

FARM ANIMALS: with particular reference to cruelties involved in certain intensive systems, and to the
transport, export and slaughter of food animals.

ANIMAL EXPERIMENTATION: with particular emphasis on reducing both the total number of
experiments which are carried out, and the numbers and suffering of such animals as are in fact used in
these experiments.

WILD ANIMALS: with particular reference to animals in captivity, blood sports, exploited species and
the use of traps, snares and poisons in the control of wild animals.




INFORMATION

R. S. P.C. A. National Website: http://www.rspca.org.uk

Branch website: www.rspca-tameside-glossop.org.uk
Branch Email: office@rspca-tameside-glossop.org.uk
Branch phone No: 07050 264 531

STRAY DOGS - The RSPCA does not collect stray dogs. Responsibility for their collection and care
now rests with the local authority. Dog Wardens: Tameside 01942 818 802; Glossop: 0845 129 7777 ext
4565

INJURED STRAY ANIMALS - The police (Greater Manchester Police Force Instructions) may call on
the services of a veterinary surgeon. If you find an animal, which is injured in a Road Traffic Accident
please telephone the police in the first instance.

VETERINARY SURGEONS PRACTISING IN THIS AREA CAN BE FOUND IN THE YELLOW
PAGES. - Ask them if they participate in the RSPCA's assisted neutering and treatment schemes.




CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

During 2007 the branch has continued its work to improve the welfare of local animals, especially those brought
into branch care by RSPCA Inspectors. This year saw a large increase in the number of animals accepted and
successfully rehomed (see page 4 of this report). The costs incurred by the branch in caring for these often abused
and cruelly treated animals has meant that we have had to concentrate more than ever on fundraising in order to
meet our increased boarding and associated veterinary fees. Once again we have been able to meet all our
outgoings, despite a reduction in the number of fundraising collections held this year, due to our need for more
volunteers to help at these events. It’s only through the combined efforts of our fundraising teams in Glossop and
Tameside and those few members who regularly turn out to help that we are able to continue to operate effectively.
A huge vote of thanks is due to those who unstintingly give up their free time whenever they are asked.

The National Door to Door collections undertaken by the National Society of which the branch receives a share and
a very generous legacy from a lady who lived in the Tameside area and named the branch in her will has enabled us
to “pay our way” in 2007 and to put some money aside for next year.

Our Dog Shows provide some light relief in our fundraising calendar and are enjoyed by all who take part.
Unfortunately, the Glossop Carnival dog show which was to include our local heat of the RSPCA’s Dog of the
Year Show, had to be cancelled due to the extremely bad weather. Luckily, we managed to include this class in our
Hollingworth Carnival Dog Show and the winner Sky, a Husky cross, went on to become a finalist in the National
competition.

Our dog walkers and cat socialisers continue to be welcomed at MyPetStop where we privately board animals
waiting for their new homes. This extra contact with caring people helps to bring out the best in those cats and
dogs with the most troubled pasts, building their confidence and enabling them to settle well into their new homes.

The Branch made a small donation towards the huge expense incurred by the National Society during the floods in
the South of England. RSPCA Inspectors from all over the country spent a number of weeks rescuing domestic
animals and helping to ensure that animal feed got through to farms cut off by the rising water.

The branch would like to take this opportunity to thank the Dogs Trust for the financial help they have given
through our joint neutering scheme. This has meant that we have been able to provide free neutering for 29 dogs at
risk in the area. Additionally, | would like to extend the branch’s thanks to all the local veterinary surgeons who so
generously allowed discounts to the branch and who accept branch vouchers to help local animal owners
experiencing financial hardship to access private veterinary care. The RSPCA’s Greater Manchester Animal
Hospital and Bury, Oldham and District Branch, have gone out of their way to help this branch’s animals in need of
veterinary treatment and neutering during the year and we are greatly indebted to them.

Finally, I would like to thank all our individual donors, private businesses, supermarkets and their very generous
customers, staff at MyPetStop who care for our animals so well, market managers and the local press who have
generously supported our fundraising events, appeals for new homes and publicity drives. Without your continued
support the branch could not have helped so many local animals during the 108 years we have been operating in
Tameside and Glossop.

e (et

-
Irene Platt
Honorary Chairman




TAMESIDE AND GLOSSOP BRANCH OF THE R.S.P.C.A.

HONORARY OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PRESIDENT: -
VICE PRESIDENTS: -
CHAIRMAN: -

HON. SECRETARY: -
HON. TREASURER: -

REGIONAL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: -

DOG RE-HOMING COORDINATOR &
KENNELS LIASON OFFICER: -

CAT RE-HOMING COORDINATOR
& CATTERY LIASON OFFICER: -

FUNDRAISING CO-ORDINATORS
GLOSSOP:-
TAMESIDE:-

OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS: -
Angela Griffiths

Angela Burrows

Vacant.
Andrew Gwynne M.P.
Tom Levitt M.P.

David Heyes M.P.
James Purnell M.P.

Mrs Irene Platt, 48 Regent Drive, Mossley
OL5 9NZ (Tel: 01457 83 3788)
Sue Riley
John Burrows, 6 Kingfisher Avenue, Audenshaw,
Manchester. M34 5QH
Mr. Richard Howard

Gail Hilton

Doris Mawhinney

Mrs. Pauline Booth
Sue Riley/Irene Platt

Kath Birch Ken Hall

The Trustees/Committee are elected from eligible members of the branch at the AGM (3 co-options are

allowed).

WEB SITE COORDINATOR:- Rob Ashworth/Irene Platt

VETERINARY ADVISOR: -

Mr. Gavin Mc Coubrey MRCVS

BANKERS: Barclays Bank Ltd., Stamford Street, Ashton-Under-Lyne
The Royal Bank of Scotland plc, Corporation Street, Hyde

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER:
Mr. John Simpson ACA

AUXILIARY SECRETARIES
Ashton-Under-Lyne

Audenshaw Doris Mawhinney
Denton Mr. Ken Hall.
Droylsden Sue Riley
Dukinfield Vacant

Glossop

Hollingworth Angela Griffiths
Mossley Vacant

Mottram Vacant

Stalybridge Albert Hibbert

Mr. Richard Howard

Mrs Pauline Booth (Fundraising coordinator)



The TAMESIDE AND GLOSSOP BRANCH operates in the North Region of the RSPCA

National Council Representative and Chairman of the Regional Board

Mr. lan Mcilveen
Hillside House,
149 Norley Rd,

Cuddington,

Northwich.

Cws 2LB

National Control Centre :- 0300 1234 999

RSPCA Regional Headquarters:- PO Box BR29, Leeds. LS13 2XL

Regional Manager:- Mr. Alan Wolinski (Regional Headquarters)

R.S.P.C.A. Inspectors: Regional Superintendent Dave Millard (Regional
Headquarters)

Branch Development Advisor:- Mr. James Stevens (Regional Headquarters)

National Society’s Website:- WwWw.rspca.org.uk

BRANCH ACTIVITIES DURING 2007

Boarding: We continue to board both dogs and cats at MyPetStop at Denton

Rehoming: See Branch statistics (below).
Fostering: We have a dedicated team. To whom we are indebted. Who foster dogs and cats that require
intensive care (mainly puppies and kittens)

Microchipping: The branch microchips all dogs & cats renomed by us. We also offer a Microchipping
service to the public (at a reasonable cost) when we run Fun dog shows

Neutering (branch animals)
It remains branch policy that where possible all animals should be neutered prior to being rehomed.

Assisted Neutering

Our assisted neutering scheme is operated to help reduce the number of unwanted animals in the area.
With the help and generosity of local veterinary surgeons, we offer people on means tested benefit, the
opportunity to have their animal neutered at 50% of the normal veterinary practice fee.

Assisted Treatment

This scheme is operated to prevent the unnecessary suffering of animals in need of urgent veterinary
attention. In association with many local veterinary surgeons the branch is able to offer financial
assistance to people on means-tested benefits. Due to pressures on limited branch funds, we are only able
to offer help on bills over £40.00 and on a sliding scale of assistance up to a maximum of £25. Tameside
residents are asked to take their animals to The RSPCA Greater Manchester Animal Hospital, if at all
possible. People living in the Glossop area are outside the Hospital's catchments area and are therefore



asked to contact a local veterinary surgeon to find out if the practice takes part in the scheme, before
booking an appointment

Branch Policy for the issuing of Veterinary Vouchers (Only open to people in receipt of certain
means tested benefits)

When an animal in urgent need of veterinary treatment and its owner is without any money to meet any of
the Veterinary Surgeon’s fees. The maximum amount offered on the vouchers is £25 or 25% of the bill
whichever is the lesser. These vouchers are only available through the designated Branch officer and at
the request of a veterinary surgeon who has fully assessed the situation. Additionally, RSPCA Inspectors
have the authority to issue such vouchers in cases where without such treatment in their opinion the
animal would continue to suffer.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank those veterinary surgeons who support the above
schemes and vouchers and for allowing us discounts.

Fundraising.

We have raised funds throughout the area by having collections and stalls at supermarkets, holding Fun
Dog Shows, having collecting boxes in shops, holding a Fashion Show, Microchipping dogs and cats and
holding Coffee mornings

BRANCH STATISTICS

ANIMALS REHOMED 2007

DOGS CATS MISC TOTAL 2006
76 307 0 383 232
WELFARE NEUTERING
DOGS CATS MISC TOTAL 2006
39 41 6 86 25
WELFARE MICROCHIPPING SERVICE
DOGS CATS MISC TOTAL 2006
13 0 0 13 19
WELFARE TREATMENT
DOGS CATS MISC TOTAL 2006
105 101 7 213 170

2007 ANNUAL REPORT FOR NORTH REGION

2007 was yet again enormously busy for all of us trying to make a difference to the lives of animals most in need in
the North. The north region branches continued to lead the way within the Society with their animal welfare work
focussed on the priority areas of rehoming, welfare neutering, welfare microchipping and welfare assistance.

The proactive welfare work has again continued to increase, with the number of owned animals neutered and
microchipped increasing significantly on last year. Our branches account for between a third and a half of all such
work carried out in the whole of England and Wales - an achievement we should all be very proud of.

The Community Action Events were a great success and demonstrated how effective we can be when branches and
the inspectorate work together in partnership.




The North Region Plan, listing the key priorities for the north, was agreed after full consultation throughout the
region. The regional centres at Great Ayton, Felledge and Stapeley Grange have all continued to work extremely
effectively prioritising those animals in most need. Work on the branch re-builds in Southport and Sheffield which
got underway in 2006 are well on their way to being completed in 2008.

Within the inspectorate - Brian Jeffries, chief inspector of Cumbria and North Lancashire, left us to be re-deployed
in his native Devon. Rob Melloy, formerly an inspector in the east region, has replaced him. Paul Stilgoe, chief
inspector of York/Humberside, was promoted to regional superintendent in the south-east region. Geoff Edmonds,
an inspector in the group, has replaced him.

A successful trial found the airwaves radio system to be very effective and it has been rolled out to all groups. It
has allowed for officers to be alerted more quickly to an urgent or emergency call and made our communications
more efficient. Agreement has now been reached with the police on a national level and the radios will shortly be
reprogrammed to allow the inspectorate to transmit directly into our local police control room.

The Workload Equalisation project has now been fully implemented for over a year and is in the process of review.
It has proved to be reasonably successful in equalising workload between the eleven groups in the region, but the
North remains a much larger region than the other four and, as such, has a disproportionately higher workload.

The Animal Welfare Act, which came into force in April 2007 has, without a doubt, prevented and relieved
suffering with regard to numerous animals, though it has not resulted in any reduction in the level of cruelty cases
detected. The regional Animal Case Support Unit is now fully staffed, with all five members being kept busy
processing the huge workload of case files which are submitted by the inspectorate. Most, if not all, inspectors have
reported back that when they serve a warning notice, however, compliance is almost universal.

Throughout 2007, the north education team continued to reach teachers across the North region in a variety of
ways. The aim was to train them in delivering animal welfare as part of the National Curriculum. The strategy for
training teachers in school continues to be well received, with school bookings increasing.

All previous contacts with teacher training institutions were maintained and sessions delivered through new
contacts made at Manchester University as well as Sheffield Hallam University.

The education team have continued to be involved in the further development of the RSPCA education website at
www.rspca.org.uk/education and some team members also had the opportunity to work with government literacy
advisers developing animal welfare resources for their website.

After an unsettling period without a permanent manager, Becky Ward was appointed as regional education
manager in June, thus bringing much-needed stability for the team. The team of education advisers has been under
establishment, with vacancies in the North-East where we are still trying to successfully recruit.

A significant development in the north regional press office in 2007 was the appointment of a much-needed second
regional press officer (RPO). Leanne Goacher started on a temporary contract but has now been made permanent.

Cruelty statistics day was a highlight of 2007, during which press calls took place at Doncaster, Rotherham and
District Branch Animal Centre, Bury Oldham and District Branch Animal Centre and Great Ayton Animal Centre.
RPOs have been involved in generating publicity for the re-build of Sheffield Animal Shelter and the launch of
Greater Manchester’s mobile welfare clinic.

Other big stories have included: dog fighting raids and subsequent court cases; dozens of high profile prosecutions,
including those of Alan McGraw, a Darlington man who caused unnecessary suffering to 171 animals, and Philip
Gannon and the cat in the tumble-dryer in Manchester; the inspectorate’s work at Appleby and response to the
floods.

Many thanks to all — the benefits we have been able to provide for animals in need are all a result of co-operation
and working together — something the North region can rightly congratulate itself on achieving.

Alan Wolinski
Regional Manager — North Region



2007 ANNUAL REPORT FOR NORTH REGION GROUP N2

Once again, the N2 (Manchester City) group has experienced many changes during 2007. We had been one
inspector under strength from November 2006 and, in March 2007, inspector Jem Fairclough resigned his position
to move to Cumbria. In May 2007, we were joined by two newly-qualified inspectors, Natalie Avery and Lorna
Bracegirdle. Initially, Natalie joined us on a Temporary Duty (TD) posting but, in October, she was confirmed as a
permanent member of the group. Inspector Cath Byrnes also took the opportunity during the year to take a five-
month-long career break, and had an enjoyable time travelling across America and Peru, in addition to spending
time at home with her family in South Africa.

During their probationary period, Natalie and Lorna were supported by all members of the group, but were
mentored in the main by inspector Ben Strangwood and inspector Vicki McDonald. Both Natalie and Lorna found
the work in Manchester challenging, and they each detected a number of case investigations within a short period
of time. | am pleased to say that they both successfully completed their probationary period, and have become
valued members of the group.

The group now comprises myself as Chief Inspector, with Ben Strangwood as Deputy Chief Inspector, together
with Inspectors: Paul Heaton; Cath Byrnes; Vicki McDonald; Mel Furey; Natalie Avery and Lorna Bracegirdle.

Due to the group being understaffed, we have seen a reduction in the number of complaints investigated and closed
during the year; this was compounded by a shortage of animal collection officers (ACOs) during the first half of the
year, which had the “knock-on” effect of diverting the inspectors from complaint investigation work. Because of
the shortage in man-power, all ‘routine’ complaints were placed onto an overflow file, and only urgent and
emergency complaints were dealt with. The number of complaints received during 2007 was higher than in 2006,
although the number of complaints that were closed was slightly down (2,924). It is obviously of concern that we
were unable to investigate all the complaints that were received but | believe, now that the group is fully staffed
and no longer placing routine complaints onto the overflow file, that this situation will be remedied during 2008.

Both N2 and N3 group areas are covered by the team of ACOs which are based at the N3 group office. The number
of collections and rescues showed an increase on 2006, with a total of 3,471 in the N2 group area.

The number of case file submissions to Headquarters and convictions secured was also higher than during the
previous year, with 36 cases submitted and 25 convictions secured (29 and 21 respectively for 2006). Prosecutions
of particular note are as follows:

Froggatt - inspector Ben Strangwood — this case involved a house containing a total of 61 cats, living in squalid
conditions. The investigation was a mammoth task, as most of the cats were feral and totally unused to being
handled, and the conditions inside the property made catching them even more difficult. It took Ben and other
group members a total of 13 visits before all the cats from the property were caught. In Court, Mr Froggatt pleaded
guilty to all offences and was given a three-month prison sentence (suspended for twelve months) and was ordered
to complete a 200-hour community punishment order. More importantly, he was banned for life from keeping any
animal. This case attracted a huge amount of media interest, both local and national, and was featured on the BBC1
television programme ‘Animal 24/7°.

Smallwood - inspector Paul Heaton — this was the disturbing case of a dog being left to die, due to inadequate
nutrition and care, in a back yard. Ms Smallwood was successfully convicted, ordered to contribute towards costs,
complete a community punishment order and was banned for life from keeping any animal.

Tait - inspector Cath Byrnes — this was a case involving a Shetland pony with hoof problems, which was of
particular concern as the owner of the pony was a veterinary surgeon. Mr Tait pleaded not guilty, but was found
guilty at Trial. He then appealed against his conviction and the case went to the Crown Court in May 2007. Mr Tait
failed to attend, and withdrew his appeal. Further costs of nearly £2,000 were awarded for his failure to attend and
added to his original sentence of a 240-hour community punishment order, £500 costs and a five-year ban from
keeping any animal - a very satisfactory outcome.

Atherton and Hewitt - inspector Cath Byrnes — this was a shocking case involving two dogs, and is one of the
worst cases of malnutrition dealt with by the group. Sadly, one of the dogs died, but the other went on to make a
full recovery, returned to full fitness and has been successfully re-homed. The two defendants pleaded guilty to six
offences. Joanne Atherton received a three-month curfew order (from 7am to 7pm) and was banned for life from
keeping any animal. Ronald Hewitt received a two-month curfew order (from 7am to 7pm), was ordered to pay
£500 costs and received a life ban from keeping any animal.
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Norton — inspector Vicki McDonald) - this investigation related to ten dogs being kept in a filthy outbuilding,
many of them in very poor condition and some with injuries. Mr Norton, the owner of the dogs, stated that he used
them for his work in the security business. He pleaded guilty to 23 offences but, in mitigation, stated that serious
issues in relation to his health had prevented him from caring for the dogs. He received a three-year conditional
discharge, was ordered to pay £200 costs and was banned from keeping all animals for 15 years.

Gannon - chief inspector Cathy Hyde — the original investigation began in 2005, but was finally concluded in the
Crown Court in October 2007. Following the break-up of his marriage, in an act of revenge, he placed his estranged
wife’s cat in her tumble dryer. The cat died a horrific death, and post-mortem results showed that ‘“William’ had
tried to cling on to the sides of the tumble dryer as it rotated. Following the initial investigation, Mr Gannon
disappeared, and it was only when he came to the attention of the Police on a separate matter that we were able to
proceed to a trial. Mr Gannon pleaded not guilty, but was successfully convicted in the Magistrates” Court. He
received a six-month prison sentence (the maximum available) and a life ban from keeping any animal. He
appealed against this conviction, and the case was then listed for appeal at the Crown Court. On the day of the
appeal hearing, Mr Gannon withdrew his appeal against conviction and just appealed against his sentence, but the
Crown Court upheld the sentence.

In April 2007, the long-awaited Animal Welfare Act 2006 came into force in England. This was a very welcome
change to the law for the inspectorate, and we were finally able to introduce a ‘preventative’ element into our day-
to-day work. The introduction of Warning Notices, which may be issued in circumstances where an animal’s needs
are not being met, was of immediate benefit. In the majority of investigations, the issue of a Warning Notice
resulted in compliance by the owner/person responsible and, more importantly, has had a positive outcome for the
animal concerned.

A very welcome, proactive project which involved the whole group in 2007 was the introduction of Community
Action Weeks. The North Regional Boards provided each group with a £4,000 budget, with which we were able to
target animal welfare ‘problem’ areas, offering free veterinary clinics and issuing free neutering vouchers, and flea
and worming treatments. Within the N2 group area, we organised a total of eight days - spread throughout the year
- working in partnership with the Crime and Disorder Team ‘Respect Action Weeks’, which was very beneficial as
we were provided with venues, publicity and financial support. Working on this project proved to be very positive
for group morale, and was extremely beneficial for animal welfare, with many animals being seen and treated.
More of the same is already being planned for 2008.

Other activities that the group has been involved in during 2007 are as follows: Assisting the Special Operations
Unit (SOU) on dog raids in Merseyside and Lancashire; inviting trainee Police Officers to ‘shadow’ a number of
the Inspectors in order to gain an understanding of our work and interaction with the Police; Rope rescue, boat and
ladder training; Flood Rescue training (two officers from the group are now members of the Regional Flood Team);
attendance at the annual Appleby Horse Fair; attendance at the Grand National race meeting at Aintree; hosting two
trainee inspectors during their field training; working with the BBC (radio and television), Granada TV, Sky News,
Channel M and local and national newspapers with regard to cases and appeals for information with regard to
ongoing investigations.

In closing, | would like to thank: the inspectors and ACOs working in the N2 group area; the regional staff who
have assisted and supported the group in all aspects of their work, and the staff and volunteers at

Bury, Oldham and District Branch

Manchester and Salford Branch

Bolton Branch

Tameside and Glossop Branch

Stockport, East Cheshire and West Derbyshire Branch, and

Wigan, Leigh and District Branch
without whose support and assistance our job would be so much more difficult — thank you.

Cathy Hyde
Chief Inspector, 784 — Group N2
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